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In this meeting, Terra Critica continues its turn towards “terra” through the specific vector of relationality. Veering yet further from the traditional apparatus of “critique,” the texts, films, and places culled for this year’s meeting invite reflection on practices, habits, imaginations, and cosmologies to ask: what does it mean to live in relation to land? Which practices come into formation?  Which practices come undone?  How does one’s positionality in land, in racialized geopolitical formations, and in lineages of Euro-derived manners of “critique” inflect and entangle this (attempt at) relationality? Our discussion hopes to diffract these questions through the participants’ lived experiences, stretching from Australian urbanity to US-American university towns, to urban life in central Chile to various European geopolitical locations. These diverse perspectives are likely to evoke different relations to “land” and yet can also intersect with 21st century colonial racial capitalism. The meeting reflects on land through the lens of relation, and in view of the specific locality of our meeting in a city named after Conquistador Christopher Columbus and the traditional homelands of Indigenous peoples and Native nations in central Ohio, USA. In that light, as one element of our two-day discussion, we visit Great Circle Earthworks in Newark, Ohio. At the same time, practices of land are never purely local, but deeply entangled with translocal and transnational power formations. In view of the current contestations of the “West” as it consolidated in post-WWII-geopolitical arrangements of power, which continued and morphed earlier (settler) colonial formations that (in part) manifested through the occupation and theft of land, careful attention to land seems urgent. How do the long-durée sedimentations of power through land affect the questions raised above? How can alternative habits and imaginations take shape, in view of the current regional, yet globally entangled reshufflings of power that are – again – tied to claims on land (think Palestine, think Ukraine)?

Participants:
Mercedes Bunz (King's College London, UK)
Thomas Davis (Ohio State University, Columbus, USA)
Birgit M. Kaiser (Utrecht University, The Netherlands)
Vicki Kirby (University of New South Wales, Australia)
Guisela Latorre (Ohio State University, Columbus, USA)
Jacques Lezra (University of California at Riverside, USA)
Sam McAuliffe (Goldsmiths, University of London, UK)
Pedro Moscoso-Flores (Universidad Adolfo Ibañez, Chile)
Timothy O’Leary (University of New South Wales, Australia)
Esther Peeren (University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands)
Marjorie Peñailillo (Gigigraffiti) (Graffiti School Comunidad Chile)
Romina Pistacchio Hernández (Universidad de Chile, Santiago, Chile)


Jennifer Suchland (Ohio State University, Columbus, USA)
Kathrin Thiele (Utrecht University, The Netherlands)
Tjalling Valdés Olmos (University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands)
Sybrandt van Keulen (University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands)
Antonia Viu (Universidad Adolfo Ibañez, Chile)
Jennifer Wagner-Lawlor (Penn State University, USA)
Shannon Winnubst (Ohio State University, Columbus, USA)

Program
Thursday, May 15

9:30-10 am 
Arrival/Welcome					
							
10-12:00 pm 
Session One: Land as Relation—Glissant 
Moderator Shannon Winnubst
					
12-2 pm
Lunch							

2-4:30 pm
Session Two: Land as Relation—What 
Moderator Kathrin Thiele

**
Friday, May 16
8:30 am
Visit to Earthworks: Moundbuilders State Memorial 	

Great Circle Earthworks & Octagon State Memorial
					
12-2 pm
Lunch							
 							


2-4:30 pm
Session Three: Land as Relation—How 
Moderator Birgit M Kaiser
							
4:30-5 pm
Closing Session					
**
Reading Material:
· Edouard Glissant, Treatise on the Whole-World, edited by Cecilia Britton, Liverpool UP 2020 (chapters “A Cry in the World (p. 7-19) and “The Town: Refuge for the Voices of the World” (p. 153-158); pfd made available)
· Edouard Glissant, Introduction to a Poetics of Diversity, edited by Cecilia Britton, Liverpool UP 2020 (chapter “Watching Out for the World” (p. 101-108); pdf made available)

Additional material:
· Basel Adra, Hamdan Ballal, Yuval Abraham and Rachel Szor (dirs.), No Other Land, Yabayay Media Antipode Films, 2024, film 95 min [for streaming options, see https://releasing.dogwoof.com/no-other-land]
· Leanne Betasamosake Simpson, As We Have Always Done: Indigenous Freedom through Radical Resistance, U of Minnesota Press 2020 (“Introduction: My Radical Resurgent Present” (p. 11-25) and “Land as Pedagogy” (p. 145-173)) [41 pages; pdf of entire book made available]
· William Cronon, “The Trouble With Wilderness: Or, Getting Back to the Wrong Nature” Environmental History vol 1, no 1 (1996): 7-28 [21 pages; available via link]
· Malcom Ferdinand, Decolonial Ecology. Thinking from the Caribbean World, Polity 2022 (chapters 1, 2, 11, 17 and the epilogue) [50 pages; pfds made available]
· Macarena Gómez-Barris, The Extractive Zone: Social Ecologies and Decolonial Perspectives, Duke UP 2017 (“Preface: Below the Surface” (p. xiii-xx); “Introduction: Submerged Perspectives” (p. 1-16); chapter 3 “An Archive for the Future: Seeing through Occupation” (p. 66-90) [total 47 pages; pdf of entire book made available]
· Alanis Obomsawin (dir.), Kanehsatake: 270 years of resistance, ACPAV (Association coopérative de productions audio-visuelles, Montreal) 1993, film 119 min. [available via link]
· la paperson, A Third University is Possible, University of Minnesota Press 2017 (chapter 2: “Land. And the University is Settler Colonial” (p. 25-32)) [7 pages; available via link]
· Robin Wall Kimmerer, Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge and the Teachings of Plants, Milkweed Editions 2013 (chapters “Learning the Grammar of Animacy” (p. 46-57); “Epiphany in the Beans” (p. 117-123); “The Three Sisters” (p. 124-136); “Wisgaak Gokpenagen: A Black Ash Basket” (p. 137-151); “Mishkos Kenomagwen: The Teachings of Grass” (p. 152-162); “In the Footsteps of Nanabozho: Becoming Indigenous to Place” (p. 199-208) [61 pages; pdf of three sections including these readings made available]
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